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FEATURED GARDEN

Yvonne Scott is no stranger to design. As a graduate
of the Ontario College of Art and a very talented

visual artist working mostly with acrylics, she has an
eve for combining colour, composition and layout,
As a plein=air artist, Yvonne finds herself naturally
attracted to gardens with their myriad colours, shapes

and textures; it's like working with a live canvas,

Most summers, you can find her in her Bayview
garden in sourhwest C:l|_|.;ur_'r Lli_qginp; in the soil,
trying new plants, extending another garden bed,
painting and generally getting her fingers dirry. Both
Yvonne's father and grandmother were gardeners
and some of her earliest memories were associared

with gardening,

‘I remember picking some hyacinth bulbs with the
new shoots coming out to show my mom when [
was very young,” she laughs. 1 can't remember what
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pretty they were,”

When Yvonne and her husband, Mike, bought

their Bayview property six years ago Yvonne started
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vear she adds a livdle bit or makes changes in some
areas or experiments with different plants thar she
finds at various garden centres around the ciry. She
admits thar a lot of her inspiration comes from

English gardens.

“I spent three vears living in Epngland and 1 always
liked the English country gardens,” she said, *T also
visited a few public gardens like Savill, Wisely and

Hoadlooww anel they were very i!'l.li]':lil‘-ll'll_fl_“

Yvonne had never entered her parden in a competition
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2009 Calgary Horticultural Garden Competition.
Alchough she is confident in her gardening skills, she
wasn't sure how her parden would do against other
filmlﬁuri_‘[(?rﬁ uru.] l:l'llll}' {!E..‘L"-II.]E[[ o enter al [I'I.E ].E".‘“
minute.

Her garden won fiest place for Open Large Garden
but then the prizes kept coming in; first place for
Container Garden, first place for Curb Appeal, third
place for Shade Garden and third place for Water
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Garden. When all was said and done, the garden had
pulled in five prizes, not bad tor a first-time entry!

When asked if she has any favourites she admits thar
she doesn’t, she enjoys all plants. By raking the time
to hand water to supplement her soaker hoses, she
can see how the plants are doing, and finds her time
in the garden relaxing and meditative.

I enjoy my garden as a whole and love all il plants
for their differences,” she said. “Hu}'ing the |'|'|;l1 it and
p];l,u'ring it i= a 1r,llll-ll14'_: experience anid Blooming

time is my favourite time for many plants,”

During the garden competition, some plants seemed
to get more attention from visitors, One in particular
was the wvariegated false sunflower (flefispsis
helianthoides var. scabra “Lorraine sunshine’). It's
lovely varicgated leaves and vellow Howers brighten
any corner of the garden. Another plant that received
a lot of atention was the silver bush (Calocephiafus
frewnii), a shrubby plant with silvery green twig-like

toliage.
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Other plants that drew interest were Baltic vy
(Hedera belix 'Baltica’) similar to English vy but
much hardier for northern climates, Japanese burner

(Sanguisorba obtuse) with it's pretty pink bottlebrush-
shaped flowers and great mullein (Ferbascum thapsus)
a large, wooly, dramatic herb still used for medicinal

purposes in parts of the world.

"The curb garden has a series of pavement roses, a hardy
compact rose that does well in tough conditions and
comes in a wide colour range, This rose is an excellent

choice for Calgary's climate,

For Yvonne, experimenting is big. She is always on
the lookout for unique plants and methods that will
work well in our climate. This year she tried some
Maxikap self-watering boxes and found they worked
very well and hopes to expand those to her vegerable

Ear liL']I next summeer.

Yvonne hasn't decided whether she'll compete again
next year but we can be certain that she'll be our
digging in her garden and perhaps digging into her
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